ONE of the objectives of SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation) is to promote the welfare of the people of South Asia and to improve their quality of life. Science and Technology (S&T) plays an important role to improve the quality of life. We carry out R&D for the development in S&T. Further, it is now considered that R&D activities could be maximized making research results freely available. The SAARC objective is also to promote active collaboration and mutual assistance in the economic, social, cultural, technical and scientific fields. Ultimately, this will accelerate economic growth and well-being of the people living in the member states of SAARC. Making research results freely available on the web is now a movement in order to give access to research publications to anyone free at the point of access through open access (OA). Open access scholarly publishing can enhance the visibility and accessibility of the intellectual outputs of an author and contribute to knowledge sharing and advancement of scholarship 1 . Significant achievements have been made regarding OA and its worldwide adoption. Open access provides unrestricted on-line access to peer-reviewed scholarly research. It is primarily intended for scholarly journals, but is also provided for a growing number of theses, book chapters and monographs. Open access comes in two degrees: gratis, which is free on-line access, and libre, which is free on-line access plus some additional usage rights. These additional usage rights are often granted 
Objectives of the study
The objectives of this study are to find out potentiality/possibility of developing Open Access Disciplinary Repositories for SAARC countries and to make suggestions for their development.
Characteristics of disciplinary repository
A disciplinary repository or subject repository is a repository for academic papers in a particular subject area. It contains works or data or research result on a subject. In contrast to institutional repositories, disciplinary repositories can accept work from scholars from any institution. A disciplinary repository shares the roles of collection, dissemination and archiving of work with other repositories, but is focused on a particular area. ExamplesAgEcon: Agricultural and Applied Economics, Astrophysics Data System: Astrophysics and ArXiv -Physics 3 .
Current status of open access repository in SAARC countries
A search was conducted to see the status of the repositories of the SAARC countries on DOAJ 
Sri Lanka
With open source movement steadily catching up among the enthusiasts in Sri Lanka, there are a variety of initiatives and projects taken up. University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka has repository with journals being published in Applied Science, Arts, Management and Science, and Medical Sciences. Open source based applications are starting off in a small scale for use in schools and higher educational institutions. OSS based projects like Hanthanalinux, Lanka Linux User Group and Sri Lanka FOSS, are working for the benefit of communities to deploy technology in a cost effective way 6 . Behind this current status one important aspect is economic status of the SAARC countries, as economic conditions play a major role for the development of every aspect of a country. The rank of the economic status of the SAARC countries out of total 192 countries along with the population and Gross Domestic Product is shown in Table 2 as available on WIPO site. Here also we found that India occupies first position in respect of rank of economic status amongst the SAARC countries, whereas Maldives is in the last position.
Potentiality/possibility study of developing an open access disciplinary repository
In order to see potentiality/possibility of developing Open Access Disciplinary Repository in S&T for SAARC countries, it was felt to study three items. WIPO Statistics country profiles provide information on patents, utility models, trademarks and industrial designs. They cover different dimensions of IP activity, including incoming and outgoing filings, the share of filings in different technological fields, total patents in force, and the use of international IP systems by applicants. Search was conducted clicking the country name in WIPO.
The patent information for the SAARC countries for the period 1998 to 2012 is shown in Table 4 . The filings and grants are divided into the following categories: 'resident' -domestic filings; 'non-resident' -filings coming in from other countries; 'abroad' -filings going out to other countries. Filled patent are given within brackets. This discussion indicates that SAARC countries have sufficient matter and collaboration as found by analysing of papers and patents, to develop disciplinary repositories.
Proposed fields/subjects for open access disciplinary repository
Search was conducted typing country name in the address field of WoS (1950 ( -1 May 2015 and further refined to find out the top research areas of the country as on 1 May 2015. The result is shown in Table 5 . Further, it was felt to see the patent applications by top fields of technology to prioritize subjects for the development of the Open Access Disciplinary Repository in S&T for SAARC countries. For this purpose, the share of patent filings in different technological fields of the country was collected. The top subject areas of the countries are given in Table 6 .
Analysing 
Barriers for open access disciplinary repository
It would not be easy to set up open access disciplinary as there are lot of barriers. The potential barriers as reported The main barrier to OA in India is undoubtedly the absence of a National mandate on OA publishing. The National Knowledge Commission recommendations include a statement of OA in its report but 3 years after the recommendation no formal move has been made towards OA mandates. On the contrary, it is still the belief that resources such as research articles in OA are not standard and do not have the authority stamp of "peer reviews" '. For Nepal UN portal states, 'The scale of IT infrastructure requires to be urgently upgraded to keep up with advancement in other countries. Even if computers are available, electricity is not reliable or in many regions there are no phone lines to access the Internet. Capacity building, building awareness and proactive programmes can help overcome some of the practical barriers'. For Sri Lanka it stated, 'Technology diffusion, strengthening the information architecture of higher education is required to facilitate open access. Print form publishing is still prevalent. Lack of awareness of OA benefits among research community is noticed. Training and development of technical workforce is equally important for starting digitization projects for Sinhalese and Tamil content. Lack of infrastructure is a big cause of concern, as long civil war has caused hardships to the population, environment and economy, although rehabilitation is taking place slowly' 6 . For Pakistan, there is no information on the matter on the site. One of the barriers for Pakistan as reported on DOAJ is the Non-availability of fund to run OA journal. ICT growth rate is also a matter in Pakistan. Fixed wired internet subscriptions per 100 inhabitants is more than in India, but, and fixed wired broadband subscriptions per 100 inhabitants is less than that of not only India, but also less than in Bangladesh and Afghanistan. Percentage of individuals using Internet since 2000 though initially increased, later on it has been more or less constant, a slow rate of increase is visible. Further, the illiteracy rate is also high as a UNESCO fact-sheet shows -it is 1 in 12 of out-of-school children, 5.1 million, live in Pakistan. Literacy rates in Pakistan are stagnant at 58% of the population, with only 50% of the rural population ever attending school 10 .
Suggestions for developing an open access disciplinary repository
It is not an easy task to develop the Open Access Disciplinary Repositories for SAARC countries. Maintaining repositories and their perpetuity are costly affairs. Still some of the suggestions are made here for the development of the Open Access Disciplinary Repositories for SAARC countries.
 We need commitment and co-operation for working with developing Disciplinary Repository amongst SAARC countries.  SAARC countries should form a body preparing strategies, guidelines, policies, mandate, to execute the activities.  A common mandate is needed.  Capacity-building and training to build Disciplinary Repository is essential.  There is a need to address global challenges.  Last but not the least, awareness should be created.
Conclusion
For the sake of the development of the SAARC countries, disseminating and preserving scholarly publications and other forms of research outputs and their future access are significant issues. It is found that open access movement in SAARC countries is building momentum. This further could be enhanced developing Open Access Disciplinary Repository in S&T for SAARC countries. We have material which is the soul of the repositories. Only we need commitments amongst us. To conclude, if we do not act now and act fast we may be left behind and that will not be good for the region with ambitions of improving the quality of life of the people.
